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In the current era of genomics, proteomics, and other "omics," there is a need to revitalize the old encyclopedic way of thinking about complex natural phenomena. This paper ([@B1]) is a great example of "new encyclopedism" bringing together seemingly unrelated areas, in this case, cytoskeletal remodeling and gene regulation. The authors dissected a key signaling pathway that transforms epithelial cells into myofibroblasts and involves epithelial junctions, the actomyosin cytoskeleton, and the nucleus. This article has stimulated me to look outside the "narrow interests" box and appreciate the ability of cells to adapt their major structural and signaling modules for different homeostatic and functional needs.
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